
Deekshabhumi 
Local History Lesson: Class IX 

Lesson Plan for Teachers 

Context: 
The lesson plan is designed for students living near Deekshabhumi to know more about the 
monument. 
Number of Days : 3 lectures + 1/2 field trip 
Duration of Lectures : 20-30 mins 

The lesson plan involves using various tools of discovering history. Students will learn to listen to 
stories, collect evidence in the form of articles, analyse the evidence by answering specific 
questions, record their own observations and finally create a story for future generations to gain 
knowledge from. 

Objective: 
Broad: 
1. Learn about existence of caste system in India 
2. Learn about BR Ambedkar and the Buddhist movement 
3. Identify key features of Deekshabhumi 

Specific:  
By the end of the class, students should be able to: 
1. Distinguish the various castes that existed 
2. Identify problems faced by lower castes 
3. Explain why Babasaheb Ambedkar was important to Dalits 
4. Identify Sanchi Stupa, Bodhi tree, 22 vows in Deekshabhumi 

Class 1: 

Preparation:  
 Ask students to talk to elders in the family about caste system in India. They may  
 collect specific instances, stories, anecdotes. 

Class Activity: 
 20 minutes 
 Discuss the findings of the students and also discuss whether the system exists in  
 todays world. Steer the discussion towards why it was troublesome for certain   
 castes 
 Use textbook chapters for reference. 
 (Note: Be sensitive to students’s castes. Avoid using terms such as ‘untouchables’) 
 10 minutes 
 Summarise the discussion by highlighting the difficulties faced in this caste system 



Class 2: 
  
Preparation:  
 Students to collect news articles about BR Ambedkar 

Class Activity: 
 20 minutes 
 Each student will read out his article to the class.  
 The class then fills in the student activity sheet 1 
  
Class 3: 

 20 minutes 
 Get a monk to talk to the class about the Buddhist movement,Deekshabhumi 
 (Ask him to mention the architecture of the monument, Bodhi tree, similarity to Sanchi  
 Stupa. He should also talk about how Buddhism is different from Hinduism and how it  
 affects the lower castes.) 

Visit: 
  
 Attend meditation ceremony 
 Record the Sanchi stupa by sketching, 22 vows (provide blank sheets to each   
 student) 
 Attend Photo Exhibition detailing life events of Buddha and Ambedkar 
 Fill in student activity sheet 2 detailing the history of the Bodhi tree by interviewing  
 head monk. 

Follow up: 
  
 Create a story from the photographs collected from the shop after photo exhibition. 



Deekshabhumi 
Local History Lesson: Class IX 

Lesson Guide for Teachers 

BR Ambedkar:
Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar (14 April 1891 – 6 December 1956), popularly known as Babasaheb, 
was an Indian jurist, economist, politician and social reformer who inspired the Dalit Buddhist 
movement and campaigned against social discrimination against Untouchables (Dalits), while 
also supporting the rights of women and labour. He was Independent India's first law minister and 
the principal architect of the Constitution of India.Ambedkar's legacy as a socio-political reformer, 
had a deep effect on modern India. 

In post-Independence India, his socio-political thought is respected across the political spectrum. 
His initiatives have influenced various spheres of life and transformed the way India today looks at 
socio-economic policies, education and affirmative action through socio-economic and legal 
incentives. His reputation as a scholar led to his appointment as free India's first law minister, and 
chairman of the committee for drafting the constitution. He passionately believed in individual 
freedom and criticised caste society. His accusations of Hinduism as being the foundation of the 
caste system made him controversial and unpopular among Hindus. His conversion to Buddhism 
sparked a revival in interest in Buddhist philosophy in India and abroad. 

Deekshabhumi:
Deekshabhoomi is a sacred monument of Buddhism at the place where the architect of the Indian 
Constitution, Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar, went back to Buddhism with his about 600,000 followers 
on 14 October 1956.Ambedkar's return to Buddhism is an important matter for many in India. 

Deekshabhoomi is in Nagpur, Maharashtra, a location regarded as a pilgrimage center of 
Buddhism in India. Millions of pilgrims visit Deekshabhoomi every year, especially on 'Dhamma 
Chakra Pravartan Din' (Mass Conversion Ceremony Day) and 14 October, the memorial day when 
Dr. Ambedkar converted to Buddhism here. Ambedkar's final religious act was to embrace 
Buddhism. Now, the biggest stupa in Asia is erected in his memory at the place. 

Deeksha literally means 'act of ordaining' and bhoomi means the 'ground'. Deekshabhoomi 
means the ground where people got ordained as Buddhist. This religious mass conversion at one 
place was the first ever of its kind in history. 

Ambedkar had declared in 1935 that although he was born as a Hindu he would not die as one,as 
conversion was the solution to abandon the caste system. After this declaration, he extensively 
studied the doctrines of all the major religions to choose Buddhism for himself and his followers. 

Buddhism was 2,550 years old in 1956, so it was notable year for global celebration and 14 
October was the traditional date of conversion of greatest Buddhist King, Ashoka Maurya, the 
celebration of Ashok Vijaya Dashmi. He selected Nagpur for his conversion ceremony, as he 
explained in his speech at that occasion, because Nagpur was the homeland of 'Nag' people who 
embraced Buddhism, supported it with great efforts in its early period, and propagated it 
throughout India.Ground near the Ramdaspeth area in Nagpur was selected for the ceremony. 



On 14 October 1956, Ambedkar and his wife took the oath of Three Jewels and Five Precepts 
from the Burmese monk Mahasthavir Chandramani from Kushinagar.Ambedkar then gave the 
oath of Three Jewels, Five Precepts, and 22 Vows to his thousands of followers. In this way, 
Nagpur became the birthplace of Neo Buddhist movement. 

Ambedkar died on 6 December 1956, one and a half months after the Deeksha ceremony. 
However, this ceremonial conversion continued after his death, converting 15-20 million by March 
1959. After his death the 'Dr. Ambedkar Smarak Samiti' (Dr. Ambedkar Memorial committee) was 
organized for the management of Deekshabhoomi. The committee decided to build a stupa at the 
place as a monument of that ceremony and a mass conversion of people to Buddhism.


